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Weaving past and present

▲ Enjoy Under the Sea 
and other Academy 
Award–winning songs 
during Disney's The 
Little Mermaid, a live 
musical being presented 
by The 5th Avenue The-
atre in Seattle through 
Dec. 31. Alaska Airlines 
is a sponsor of The 5th  
Avenue Theatre  
(5thavenue.org).

 A six-course Grand  
Truffle Dinner, with  
Oregon wines, and a 
truffle-dog champion-
ship are highlights of the 
Oregon Truffle Festival, 
Jan. 20–29 in Eugene, 
McMinnville and New-
berg (oregontruffle- 
festival.com).

 Visitors can choose 
from a selection of sce-
nic guided snowshoe 
tours in the Lake Tahoe 
area this winter, includ-
ing full moon and sun-
set tours in Tahoe Vista, 
CA (tahoeadventure-
company.com), and kid-
friendly evening tours in 
Truckee, CA (north-
starcalifornia.com). 

▲ Blackfeet Nation 
painter Lauren Monroe 
Jr. is one of the artists 
featured in “Emergence: 
A Collective of Plains 
Warrior Artists,” in 
Great Falls, MT, at the 
Paris Gibson Square 
Museum of Art through 
April 8 (the-square.org).
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Musical masters
With a violin selection featuring concertmasters of 
three major orchestras, the Nevada Chamber 
Music Festival offers world-class music Dec. 26–
Jan. 1. Violinists include Josef Špaček, concertmas-
ter (first violinist) of the Czech Philharmonic; Noah 
Bendix-Balgley, concertmaster with the Berlin 
Philharmonic; and Martin Chalifour, concertmas-
ter of the Los Angeles Philharmonic. The event will also feature 
festival conductor and artistic director Theodore Kuchar, who was 

named Conductor Laureate for Life by the 
National Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine.

The festival, presented by the Reno Chamber 
Orchestra, which Kuchar also conducts, produces 
11 unique concerts, such as “Bach by Candlelight,” 
a “Masterworks” series and a piano showcase.  
Visitors also will be able to watch performances  
by soloists and small ensembles, including a violin 
trio of Špaček, Bendix-Balgley and Chalifour. 

The festival will culminate with a New  
Year’s Day celebration and dinner. Contact: 775-348-9413;  
renochamberorchestra.org/ncmf. —Lara Douglass
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examples of Coast Salish weaving, such 
as a large, geometrically patterned 

piece called Our Healing by master weaver 
Susan Pavel (sa’hLa mitSa), are on display at 
the Portland Art Museum’s Center for Con-
temporary Native Art through Feb. 26. 

The “Restoring the Breath—Sacred Rela-
tionship” exhibit honors Native art and the 
artists who craft it. The exhibit focuses on the 
practice of Salish weaving, a recently revived 
ancient art form native to the Northwest that 
is now being strengthened through training 
and apprenticeships. For the Coast Salish, a 
linguistically related group of Native Ameri-
can tribes of the Pacific Northwest coast, 
weaving is a celebration of their peoples’ 
pride and identity. Coast Salish twill- and 
twine-weaving incorporates wool fibers hand-
woven on looms. Salish weaving signifies the 

strength of com-
munity and the 
sacred relationship 
between master and apprentice. By 
highlighting the art form, the exhibit displays the 
interconnectedness of the past and the present. 
Now at approximately 2,500 current practitio-
ners, the practice was passed down from master 
Bruce Miller (Subiyay) to four accomplished 
Salish apprentices, whose pieces will be high-
lighted in the exhibit: Pavel, Janice M. George 
(Chepximiya Siyam), Willard “Buddy” Joseph 
(Skwetsimeltxw) and Misty Kalama-Archer 
(quhla-ay-hlup). Contact: 503-226-2811; portland-
artmuseum.org.

—Jeevika Verma
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Salish history and 
culture are brought  
to life when the elder 
of a community stands 
before the people in  
a woven Salish blan-
ket. History is made 
relevant to young 
people when they 
dress in traditional 
woven regalia that 
connects them to  
their ancestors.

Source: Portland Art 
Museum (portlandartmu-
seum.org).
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Noah Bendix-Balgley.


